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During the summer holidays we met and played Go and talked about the next step in George’s life. He was not hopeful about managing at school again. When asked about his feelings, he said sadly, ‘Once I’d’ve felt nervous about going, but it won’t work, it’s happened loads of times before and they’ll throw me out again.’ If we resign ourselves to failure we can’t be as bitterly disappointed each time it happens. We discussed how important it was to leave the possibility of success open and to work practically on ways to cope.  We considered how and when to get out of a difficult situation in order to calm down and think about strategies for continuing without conflict.  We played more Go………
George returned to school. It is a brand new, state-of-the-art special unit, with every facility, including solar power and turf roof. He has a one-to-one classroom assistant. He is to have an individual literacy programme designed around his specific needs. His foster mother only bought two new school shirts; she didn’t believe he’d stay long enough to need more. After his first week he was extremely proud to receive a merit certificate for his good behaviour. His foster mother joked that he must have stolen it from someone else. He was delighted. 
Three successful weeks on, his new teacher, Katy, phoned me, ‘I’ve just written your name on the board, Sheila. George keeps talking about what you’ve been doing with him. This game Go.  He’s full of it!  He’s told us all about it and I was wondering if you could come in and teach the other children how to play too?’  George had taken his board and stones in and tried to teach his classmates, but he’d ended up saying, although he liked playing, he needed me to come and explain it properly. 
I’ve left details with Katy and the Head and offered George an advertising contract!

His foster mother has just told me he’s been at school for a month now. His reports are all good. Success builds on success. She said, ‘This Go, I didn’t think it would make such a difference. It’s taught him things without him realising how.'
She picked him up from school today to buy more shirts.
